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Hungarian Lady to Lead Top Brains of the World  
 

 

As of July 2015, a Hungarian lady is to chair Mensa International, the society which brings 

together the most intelligent people of the world, with over 130,000 members worldwide. 

Bibiána Balanyi (42) will serve as Chair of Mensa International for two years, until 2017. 

 

Bibiána joined the Hungarian chapter of Mensa, in 1994. Having been chairman of the 

national organisation for about 10 years, she was elected Director of Development at Mensa 

International in 2009 and held the position for 4 years, gaining sufficient experience and 

insight to successfully compete for the position of International Chair. Her campaign was 

focused on shaping the organization to become more attractive for the younger generation; 

she promised to pay special attention to understanding cultural differences and to fully re-

design the structure, content and layout of the mensa.org website.  

 

“It is a great honour to receive the majority of individual votes coming from more than 30 

countries. Having earned the trust of members worldwide – not to forget that two-third of 

them are smart men – and coming from a smaller country, I am overly delighted to represent 

and guide Mensa International, a truly colourful community, and an organisation overarching 

many nations and cultures” – commented Bibiána Balanyi upon her election. 

 

Bibiána took over the role and responsibilities as of July 1, 2015 from the previous Chair 

Elissa Rudolph (USA); her term expires in 2017. Since the foundation of Mensa in 1946 she is 

only the 3rd lady to fill this position, and the youngest Chair ever. 

 

 

For further information please contact: 

 

Ivett Vancsik 

International Communications Officer, Mensa International 

communications@mensa.org 
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About Mensa  

Mensa (the word means „table” in Latin) is an inspiring round-table society, where race, 

colour, creed, national origin, age, politics, educational or social background are irrelevant. 

Mensa has over 133,000 members in various national organizations in more than 40 

countries on every continent except Antarctica. Mensa has three stated purposes: (1) to 

identify and foster human intelligence for the benefit of humanity; (2) to encourage research 

in the nature, characteristics and uses of intelligence; (3) and to promote stimulating 

intellectual and social opportunities for its members.  

Membership in Mensa is open to persons who have attained a score within the upper two 

percent of the general population on an approved intelligence test that has been properly 

administered and supervised. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


